Market Venture—A Horse for All Seasons

For the past two years spectators and participants in IHJA hunter/jumper shows may not have known they were graced by the presence of a horse with an international FEI passport.  Market Venture, the seal brown 23-year-old thoroughbred cross owned by Linda Culligan, has competed in three-day eventing in England, Canada, Italy, and America.  He was born in England at Welton Farm (known for producing top eventers) and imported to the USA in 1993 by an American in Massachusetts.  In 1996 he was purchased by the Canadians for their Canadian Olympic team.  Between 1995 and 1999 he was ridden by Stuart Young-Black and competed at 3- and 4-star events in Canada, Fairhill in Maryland, Rolex in Kentucky, the Olympics in Atlanta, Badminton in England, Burghley in England, the World Equestrian Games in Italy, and others.  In 1996 he came in fourth at Rolex.  In 1998 at Badminton, Venture received the best dressage score ever recorded up to that point there.  
During these competitive eventing years, eventers Vicki Koss and Laurie Allred from Hailey were stabled near him at times and remained interested in his whereabouts and career.    In 1999, Colleen Stamper from Bellevue took him in exchange for their horse, Jacob Two Two, who went on to compete for the American Olympic team.  When he came up for sale in 2003, they contacted Linda Culligan, who was in the market for an event horse.  With her, Venture competed at Rebecca Farms in Montana and at Galway Downs in Temecula, CA.  Finally, Linda decided the traveling required for eventing was getting to be too much for Venture, so she leased him full-time to Lexi Almberg of Eagle, Idaho in 2008.  Lexi rode him in equitation and medal classes--winning the mini-Medal three years ago, then the River Grove Medal last year.  She also came in as reserve champion in the BSJC show jumping medal that same year.   Lexi still enjoys spending time with Venture, offering him peppermints and companionship as he recuperates from a stall injury. Lexi’s mom, Kathryn, also loves this horse, saying he is “so fun to ride—he’s light in front and can do five-meter circles at the canter easily.”  Venture has been a favorite around the barn at Prairie Fox Farm; he has such a funny personality and the cutest face.  Everyone who knows Venture loves him.”
Let’s all wish a speedy recovery for this wonderful horse—Market Venture!  
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